KNIFE RULES for PARENTS & YOUNG PEOPLE
There is much confusion around whether Scouts can carry knives. 
The main piece of UK legislation regarding the possession of knives and other sharply pointed/bladed objects is the Criminal Justice Act 1988. The Act details what is generally deemed to be an 'offensive' weapon and Section 139 particularly describes what types of knives are banned, those that can be carried in public and under what circumstances.

It is illegal to: 
• sell a knife of any kind (including cutlery, kitchen knives or Swiss Army Knives) to anyone under the age of 18 (in England, Northern Ireland and Wales) although 16 to 18 year olds in Scotland can buy cutlery and kitchen knives 
• carry a knife in a public place without good reason or lawful authority (for example, a good reason is a chef on his way to work and carrying his own knives) 
• carry a foldable, non-locking knife, like a Swiss Army Knife, in a public place unless the blade is shorter than three inches (7.62cm) 
• use any knife in a threatening way, even a legal knife such as a Swiss Army Knife 

Use of Knives at Backwoods Camp:
Knives should be considered as a tool and treated as such, same as axes and saws.  Those who are going to use them will be given training for their use in the safety briefing which is first item on our programme - this is why the prompt arrival time is critical. 

When taking a knife to camp, it should be securely stowed in the middle of the rucksack or bag. If you consider a knife as a tool, then you should use the appropriate tool for the job.  The vast majority of Scout use will only require the use of a pen or clasp knife, the cutting of string, cooking or whittling.  Any tasks larger than this will then become a job for an axe or saw.
 
There is an issue with regard to deciding between a clasp knife and lock knife.  A lock knife is one where the blade stays open unless some mechanism is used to close the blade.  In the eyes of the Law,  this is more of an offensive weapon than a standard clasp knife because of this multiple action.  From a safety point of view, a lock knife can not fold onto the users fingers and may be better.
 
Legally, you are not allowed to carry a knife in a public place without lawful authority or reasonable excuse.  A campsite, which may technically be private property as it is owned by a District or County, is considered as public property because of its use.  Knives should not be carried unless they are going to be used, and should be put away when not in use. 

Please ensure that any penknife brought to camp is named/identifiable and, as a preference, has a brightly coloured piece of strong or rope on it so it can be found if dropped.

The event risk assessment covers the training and use of knives in detail. The safety briefing at the start includes significant time spent on knife, axe and saw training. Leaders are trained in First Aid.
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SCOUTS AND VICTORINOX DISCLAIMER

The Scout Association recognises that bladed and sharply pointed hand-tools are important for
working on survival skills. We promote the safe use of knives used as a tool reiterating UK Law.
Knives with a fixed non-folding blade, a folding knife with a blade over 3 inches in length or a
folding knife which locks in place require the person carrying such a knife in public (whatever
age) to have good reason for carrying the tool. It is illegal to sell such a tool to a person

under 18.

The Scout Association holds no responsibility from injuries that have occured as a result of using
this resource. Whenever a knife is to be used in an activity a risk assessment must be made and
suitable controls put in place.





